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Heritage Council of NSW
Locked Bag 5020

Parramatta NSW 2124

RE: Notice of intention to consider listing on the State Heritage Register of the Catherine Hill Bay Cultural Precinct.
I support the intention to consider listing on the State Heritage Register of the Catherine Hill Bay Cultural Precinct.

Reasons:

1. Inclusion on the State Heritage List is a recognition of this unique town; the only example of a coal mining company town on the coast of NSW.
2. The Catherine Hill Bay village (being a combination of Main Camp, Middle Camp and Sawmill Camp), its industrial history, its cultural and its environmental setting have long been acknowledged as significant.

3. Town surveys, which have been conducted every 4 years since 1994, have consistently shown that over 90% of respondents agree that the history and the environment of Catherine Hill Bay makes the Bay a special place and want to see these preserved. 
However I have the following reservations about the proposed area to be listed:

I believe that not only the village and the individual heritage items need to be protected, but also the cultural and environmental setting. The treed entry into and out of the village, the remnants of rail and industrial infrastructure, and the relationship of the man-made environment to its natural context are equally important.
I believe that the State Heritage Listing should include the entire Heritage Conservation area as identified in LMCC’s LEP. This would ensure that the character and impact of any new development in the Bay would support and enhance the area’s significance.

Signed_______________________

