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NATIONAL TRUST (NSW) NOMINATES HERITAGE MOST AT RISK FOR WORLD HERITAGE DAY 18 APRIL  2008

The National Trust (NSW) has nominated a rare railway workshop, a threatened coastal mining village from the 1870s and an historic Federation home and its landscaped grounds as the three most at risk heritage sites in NSW in the run up to World Heritage Day 18 April 2008.

The Eveleigh Railway Workshops in Redfern showcase Australia’s industrial heritage, covering over 60 acres where manufacturing of steam locomotives began in 1908. Today the Eveleigh Large Erecting Shop is one of the finest examples of an historic railway engineering workshop anywhere in the world, recognised as such by the Smithsonian Institution in the US.

National Trust (NSW) Conservation Director, Graham Quint, said “the Trust is concerned about proposals to demolish Eveleigh for multi-storey development under the Redfern Waterloo Authority’s Built Environment Plan. This is the oldest and longest continuously operating railway workshop in Australia and the Large Erecting Shop is still functioning to service steam railway locomotives and rolling stock.

“Preservation of Eveleigh is vital to preserve our railway heritage, and to ensure we have a facility to restore and maintain steam locomotives, and to train apprentices in these increasingly rare skills,” Mr Quint said.

Catherine Hill Bay is a picturesque former coal mining village, located on an isolated stretch of the NSW coast, 30km south of Newcastle. It comprises around 100 simple buildings, some dating back to 1870, in a bushland setting on a pristine surf beach. It is high in biodiversity with threatened and endangered species.
The National Trust is strongly opposed to the current proposals from two developers (Rosecorp and Coal & Allied) to build 900 homes.  Mr Quint says the developments, one of which will dominate the coastal headland of the village, will increase the number of homes at Catherine Hill Bay 10 fold. “The Trust has major concerns about the environmental impact of the development, and the destruction of the historical value of the tiny village.” 

A decision is expected imminently on the Rosecorp proposal to develop 600 dwellings on the headland. 

The National Trust also nominated the Rippon Grange estate at 35 Water Street, Wahroonga. Rippon Grange is a fine Federation/Queen Anne residence with landscaped garden, constructed for the son of Frederick Sargood, who built the iconic house “Rippon Lea” in Melbourne. The significance of Rippon Grange extends to the gardens, a rare example of Federation garden architecture and landscape design which has survived extensive subdivision. The property encompasses endangered Blue Gum Forest. In 2001 the Trust nominated Rippon Grange for listing on the State Heritage Register.

Mr Quint said “The redevelopment currently proposed for Rippon Grange would destroy much of its state heritage significance. In addition, the development would see the removal of a tract of Blue Gum Forest on the property listed as a critically endangered ecological community.”

“On World Heritage Day we urge the community to get behind the National Trust in saving these rare places of great heritage and environmental significance for future generations to enjoy”.

For more on the places at risk and images, see http://www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au/events/chb/
Mr Quint is available for comment.

ENDS

Trust media:
Kathy Scott  0415 764 159 (before 12 midday on 18 April)
Annemarie Jonson 0428 278 880 (after 12 midday on 18 April)
THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (NSW)


Watson Road, Observatory Hill, Sydney NSW 2000


GPO Box 518, Sydney NSW 2001


Media enquiries: 


Kathy Scott 9258 0131 or 0415 764 159











The National Trust is Australia’s oldest conservation charity.   It is not-for-profit and independent, relying on support from its members and the community to assist its work – which includes advocacy for the protection 

of built, natural and cultural heritage, conservation and education.


