From: William Laing [mailto:bill@laingex.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, 1 December 2010 2:52 PM
To: Sue Whyte
Cc: Barry Laing & Vanessa Morris
Subject: Hawcroft Assessment of Douglas Report
Dear Sue 
 
Herewith my assessment of the Hawcroft review of Douglas Partners Report.
 
I have not seen the Douglas Report. I do not know Damien Hawcroft. However his commentary is clearly knowledgeable of geotechnical analysis, grouting policy, and the general workings of the Mine Subsidence Board. His questions are insightful, comprehensive, and persistent in asking the same (and valid) questions for each different overburden (cover) situation.
 
His questions 2-3 re the validity of MSB "indications" several years old, require answering by the MSB.
 
His question 4 is valid and requires an answer from MSB which extrapolates their finding to all ground situations including wet cover conditions.
 
His questions 5 a-i place - correctly - great emphasis on the poor stability of the cover soil and rocks, at all depths of cover from the surface to 50m which is the maximum depth considered by the Douglas Report. His observation (g) that grouting would need to include the interburden as well as the open space mine workings, is almost certainly geotechnically valid, and this would increase the grouting cost manyfold.
 
From Hawcroft's information and questions it would seem that his final summary assessment 1 and 2 at the end, are the correct view on present information in the Douglas report. 
 
Hawcroft's conclusion is "it appears very doubtful as to whether building of permanent residential houses is appropriate for this Area".
 
The next step must be an explanation from the Douglas authors and/or CAIL as to how residential development can safely take place in the described Area B, with its building substrate in "very poor condition" both in the natural rock/soil and from its 60% mined cavities. This explanation must address the comprehensive questions provided by Hawcroft. The development must be suspended until such an explanation is provided.
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