Name:       __________________

Address:   __________________

                 __________________

                 __________________

Director, Strategic Assessments
Department of Planning

GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001

RE: Proposal to list certain land at Gwandalan and Catherine Hill Bay as a State Significant Site

I object to this proposal to list certain land at Gwandalan and Catherine Hill Bay as a State Significant Site.

Reason for objection:

The area was previously listed as a state significant site in conjunction with a concept plan lodged by RoseCorp.  Now that concept plan has been withdrawn, the area should revert to its previous zoning as primary conservation and coastal acquisition.  If a further concept plan is lodged then a proposal to list the area as a State Significant Site should be considered at that time, in conjunction with the new concept plan.
Objections to the detail of the current proposal:

1. The area zoned for residential development is too large. It is not in character with either the existing village or the landscape of such an important part of the NSW coastline.
2. There is an absence of specific controls regarding dwellings numbers, site coverage and open space.
3. The Complying Codes SEPP should be excluded as it fails to take into account the special environmental and heritage character of the area.
4. The SEPP needs to limit height by number of storeys, particularly in areas near the topographic ridge.
5. The zoning provisions need to ensure that road design and construction is subject to review and approval processes and that adequate landscaped buffer zones are provided.
6. Given the impact of increased traffic on the safety, character and amenity of the existing villages, parameters to guide the design and assess future impacts of development need to be articulated.
7. Greater detail should be provided in relation to how the term ‘community facilities’ is to be interpreted.
8. The curtilage of 20m is too generous and not necessary to facilitate adaptive reuse of the Mine Manager’s House and the Jetty master’s House.
9. The Colliery railway, and the former coal washery and former ‘E’ pit which are core to the heritage values as a coal mining town should be in the heritage zone
10. There is no reference to ecologically sustainable development or design excellence.

Signed______________________________
