CATHERINE HILL BAY VILLAGE (Main Camp)
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of small cottages line the roads under the watchful gaze of the Mine
Manager’s house on the hill. The key remaining buildings and sites in
Catherine Hill Bay Village are detailed overleaf and shown on the map.
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Newcastle had to pass through Catherine Hill Bay. community dependent on a single company for its
The company addressed many social issues and growth and development.

families were asked to move houses depending on
circumstances such as the size of their families or
sickness.
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Thank you to the families of Catherine Hill Bay
“The Heritage Walking Trails at Catherine Hill Bay

project is supported though funding from the Auétra{ign
Government's Your Community Heritage-programmel”"x‘__
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Hotel in 1889. The hotel along with the

jetty are the only remaining structures which represent
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1873 settlement-at the Bay and settlement in 1888-1889 by

the Wallarah Coal Company. In the 1960s Ted and Dorothy
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the lease and freehold. The Catho Pub continues to operate as

a focal point of interest for locals and tourists alike
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® POLICE STATION, RESIDENCE and LOC

The former police station and residence have occupied this site since 1923. The
station operated continuously until 1980 when it was sold as a private residence.

The lockup was built in the second half of 1890 by the Police Department in
response to the unruly behaviour of some of the miners in the hotel. It was
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1937. The last occupant of the lock-up was Mr D’Arcy who quite enjoyed
the time keeping a detailed list of every meal. Daily he would go home
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© TALBOT'S SHOP -
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bakehouse. It catered to most of the towns’ needs selling
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the late 1890s and traded until 1932. This famlly I|ved a
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serving maids. This shop provided the needs of the town
seeing families through hard times and putting moneys owed
“in the book” until they could be paid. It closed in 1959.
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@ OLD WINDING HOUSE

Originally this was the site of D Pit. The shaft was only operated<for a year as there
was too much water. When the poppet head and boiler were removed a house

was constructed. Mr McDougall enlarged this “house” as his large family steadily
increased. It was then taken over by the Company to house its Clerks. When Miss
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at the Weighbridge she moved into the house and for many
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popular teacher and students would vie to carry her books
to and from,the new school at Middle Camp. The house was
“iATAebi® 27 1...i "VieLiA O4£] LOA..wAi°

20

p1A wAAI

OAIA>«">] Lee®}..1]

@ CHURCH OF ENGLAND

This weatherboard building was originally located to the west
of Clarke St in the Main village where it was also rented by
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Church kept the right to hold divine serwces there. This Church
was later relocated to its present
19 position-on the hill between the two
o villages. It has been remembered at
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1919. Itis.also now a private
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Flowers Drive and Lindsley Street and operated as early
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Nurse Turode in 1934. Most of the women of the town had their # T 12
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The hospital closed in 1950 and the . Club was formed in 1928 with an initial LA 14
house is'now a private residence. Y membership of 27 which increased to 50
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@ BOWLING CLUB

@ UNITING CHURCH HALL

After a series of halls and churches were built and demolished
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Methodist services and weddings ‘ﬁ“

until the 1990s. It was then sold and

is now aprivate residence. Most of o
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@ CEMETERY 1891-present
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~ rights under the land. The earliest headstone is that belonging to

George Dunn who died aged 48 in 1896. He was buried in the Primitive
Methodist section joined by his infant son one month later. Many-names
were never recorded or if they were the exact spot was not.
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Many interesting anecdotes have been recorded in relation to the
cemetery: — Andy having workedall day in the mine was asked to dig
a grave by the following morning so used a hurricane lamp. Chalker
Norman, another miner rather intoxicated after a visit to the pub was
returning home along the railway tracks. As he came towards Andy;,
Andy yelled out “Hey Chalker, what's the time?”. Chalker, startled
misheard and replied, “It's not my bloody

time*and raced away. o R

@ SCHOOL OF ARTS
and RSL HALL

The original School of Arts building located
on this site was a place where books and
magazines were kept which people could -
borrow. Small meetings were also held there.
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soldiers asked the Mine Manager if they could
have the land on which the School of Arts
stood and extend the building to provide a
place for the soldiers who had returned from
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Hall). ~ The Company agreed-and provided

~  thé'materials'and carpenters. In
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disagreements led to the Hall being
sold as a private residence.
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school Headmaster. by the community with more than 20 men involved. Money
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associated with the Company. It was a spacious home with house was an lntegral part of the mining infrastructure of the
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in the positioning-of the Mine Manager’s : could not work if the seas were too rough for the ships to
House on the top of the hill overlooking berth. There was considerable :
the jetty and the miners’ cottages. This 1 o pressure on the Jetty Master to allow
building was unfortunately destroyed in  PRiEs B the ships to come into the jety. It was @ FOURTH CATHERINE HILL BAY
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Oatl wAi SCHOOL and TEACHER’S RESIDENC
This fourth school was opened in October 1915 with an enrolment of 115
students. The growing number of children in the town made it necessary
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@ FIRST MINE TUNNE Hill Bay. One of the remembered rhymes:
There have been three jetties. All positioned in the lee of a small-peninsula to protect e — T o — R - A >A“ce buBA > UiAb leee® “>7] ..i 1A%A le T1i>V... OA >e. i
A.."«« "} vAe" AlA®~"} AeOIl..iA+pb Ui>l...iA° [...i «ill"iA SAi " [..i 1Uc 1077i*A cev I..i wAAI “"7i "O} ""lee 2T S T A L ATV LOT T e Yoo s AR
Ai>Ace” veeA 1...i «”}iU"Ib cev “*"°"} °~ >1..iA 7| s« >p° 7°]. thecliff are visible at low tide to the south the stick.
SVl Sk sdiAR ee & AT i TP S ATIAAS g ORT it~ cev l..i«illP® @A “>"pP Pi>AA] WA ...TiA"I : : : :
represent the only key original structures associated with the Company. stored their boats in the disused tunnels The school closed in the 1980s due to falling numbers
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was made from saplings and ropé-and ran into the mine workings in the cliff-face.
Horses were used to haul the loaded skips from the mine onto the jetty where they
were emptied into-a chute . loading the coal onto the steamer. This jetty became
unstable and horses and skips fell over the edgeresulting in the drowning-of the @ =
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reportedly burnt.

The Wallarah Coal Company built the second wooden pile jetty in 1889.

A railway ran from the mine 4kms north onto the end of the jetty. Only
lightweight locos were allowed on the jetty and the coal wagons were purpose .
built; three sides were tapered with the:fourth straight so.it could be opened
to release coal on to chutes directly into the holds of the ship.Vessels-up.to
1484 Tee”A UiAi >Lei Tee s> "~ }ee Ui>l..iA > 1..i Ve>s U>A A "««i’ ]
Melbourne and Adelaide. In 1963 a 1000 foot retractable conveyor belt was installed
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the road bridge. Built between 1889 and 1890 it ran for 4kms
along the top of the cliff joining the jetty to the colliery and
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the cliffs is not from a coal seam rather it fell over the years
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All coal wagons were weighed and their coal content calculated prior to loading onto
the ships at the jetty. The sidings accommodated.the wagons while they waited to be
moved to the jetty. Larger locos hauled the coal from the pit to the seven S|d|ngs but
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were removed during sand mining in the 1960s. The location however can
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-and served as a locomotive watering point.
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of residents around 1910. The land is now occupied by the
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picture theatre. Films were shown here twice a week during

pay week and once on the off'week. “Everybody had their _
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moved back. The back stage was for people of
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due to'white ant infestation.
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