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         COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS  -- 2006/7
RESULTS OF RESIDENT SURVEY – JAN 2007

Question 1

Catherine Hill Bay has a mixed population of permanent residents who own property, people who rent and people who own property but do not live here full time.

Own Property

94%




Rent


6%

Lived/owned:

17 years average

Question 2

What do you think makes the Bay such a “special place”?

Environment

94%


Quiet



92%

Beach


95%


History


93%

Neighbours

78%


Sense of Community
81%

Bushland


91%

Question 3

What do you think would improve your lifestyle in the Bay?

Better bus service
27%

Water Supply

12%

Sewerage

16%

Question 4

Would you be prepared to pay connection fees and annual rates for?



Yes


No
Sewer


16%


84%

Water supply

10%


90%

Question 5

What should be done to maintain the attraction of the Bay and minimise unwanted effects?

Rubbish collection
53%

Better roads and parking

43%

Better signage

27%

Heritage walkway


80%

Brochure

51%

Better beach cleaning

33%

Council ranger

46%

Toilet at Graveyard Beach
65%

Control bikes

83%




Question 6
Are you in favour of protecting the style of the village much as it is today, in keeping with the heritage guidelines developed by the Catherine Hill Bay community and Lake Macquarie Council.








Yes

No

Unsure
Protect Style of village



98%

1%

1%

Question 7
Are you in favour of more housing in the Bay?







Yes

No

Unsure
More housing




13%

82%

5%

Question 8
If development does take place, where?

Within boundary of CHB village


7%

Outside boundary?




11%

Outside boundary – not visible/other?

95%

Question 10
If development takes place within the village, what type?








Yes

No

Unsure
Consistent with existing cottages

98%



2%

Different styles including two-storey

2%

83%

15%
Question 11
Have you seen the Rosecorp Plan?

Yes

No







81%

19%

Question 12
Would you like to view plan/discuss?

Yes

No







27%

73%

Question 13
Do you receive and read the Progress
Association’s Newsletter?


Yes







95%

Question 14
Do you support the Progress Association’s
efforts to protect the Bay?


Yes







97%
Occupancy Survey

The Catherine Hill Bay Community Survey has been conducted every four years since 1994 and provides an informed and comprehensive record of community attitudes over almost 15 years.
The 2006/7 Survey results provide a snap-shot of the nature of the community at a time of great change, which includes the cessation of underground coal mining in 2002, rehabilitation of the mine workings, the threat of large scale  residential development, and the community’s aspirations for heritage conservation of the village and landscape.

The Survey results assist the Association in making policies and taking initiatives which accurately reflect community views.

A drive-by Occupancy Survey held in conjunction with the Community Survey resulted in this profile of the village:

Total number of houses                     112

Total houses occupied full time           75  (67%)
Catherine Hill Bay village comprised

Number of houses                                43

Occupied full time                                 23  (53%)

Middle Camp village (includes Sawmill Camp, Slack Alley and Colliery Road) comprised

Number of houses                                 69

Occupied full time                                  52  (75%).

Respondents to the Community Survey:
Total number of responses 83  (74%)

Unique households which responded  69  (62%).

Residents who own their property  94%; respondents who rented 5%.

Years lived in the Bay:
50-80 years           10 (23%)

20-40 years             7 (16%)

Over 10 years       15  (35%)

Over 5 years           4  ( 9%)

Under 5 years         6  (16%)
In other words, three quarters of respondents had lived at the Bay for more than 10 years.
      CATHERINE HILL BAY PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

                                        Contact information and profile
Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association was formed in 1901 to represent the views of the young and isolated coal mining community, and is still acknowledged as the authentic voice of the community.
Catherine Hill Bay Progress Association and Dune Care Incorporated was registered under the NSW Associations Incorporation Act in 2002. The objects of the organisation are to work for the advancement of the Catherine Hill Bay community and environment.

The Association has a financial membership of more than 100, and sponsors The Friends of Catherine Hill Bay, an organisation for people who value the Bay as “a special place”  but who live elsewhere and do not qualify for Association membership. The Friends has several hundred paid up members and supporters.

The Association meets every two months or more often if required.

It has an active Land Care Group which is rejuvenating and replanting coastal dunes, and clearing other areas of weed infestations. A major initiative has been the nomination in 2003 of the Wallarah Peninsula (on which the Bay is located) as a National Park. 

The “Back to the Bay” Heritage Festival is held each November, adopting an annual theme which honours some aspect of the Bay’s rich past. 2007 is the 140th anniversary of the discovery of coal seams in the cliffs at  Catherine Hill Bay, following the wreck in 1867 of the sailing ship “Catherine Hill”.
The Association has a tourism policy and encourages property owners who do not live at the Bay to offer them for holiday and weekend use, as a means of generating knowledge of the area and income for local businesses. Most of these cottages are managed by the one agent to improve marketing. Details are available on the Association web site.

Contact information:

Web site:  www.catherinehillbay.org.au

E mail: bcogan@bigpond.com
Executive: Sue  White (President) 49762310;  Brian Cogan (Secretary) 0417242287.

Vice President: Mike Cannon.            Treasurer: Tonee Holley Knowles.  
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