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Iconlcseal ettystlll
plays Impf;lftamt role
We can go beyond the
maintenance debate,
writes Ghris Tola.

DURING the curent period where
the tightening offinancial purse
strings is the norrn, maintenance ol
costl"y hsd6nge items can be a hot
potato when it comes to deciciin3
who foots the bili.

ln the case o[the Caiho 1er.
pniting a price on a stluctr:r'e fcr' ::-.
iccnic and heritage elenents car ce
qnite a chaiienging endealoiLi.

The estiniates of the recrurent
mailtenaace cost.-. of Cre Cariiertne
Hiil Ba1' jetg'i.tt iL. i,rLe,iairt: fttttt
coulrl be A i'1Li :.r. .',1 ,..r .i,
authorilies ar-rci nra'. be a deal-
b re aliet' foi at::.. i. rr_,sp ectile investors
inter'. s1 e.l i r-: r ; g-, : ia-t ising on potential
enn'ell 1'€ ll a'.Ui a, t'enfiireS.

-{s v.'ith rtari- her.itage structures,
:::lls fbr' I'ele-, ant and useful reuse

::- : :e., ei been more appropriate.
: . :.,. eramples we need onlr, tr_r

- - .r at the reuse of the Ner,r,castle
'.r'ool stores, rail sheds, or cld ra.il
a'ails converted into cyclerra-vs.

The popularifu ofthe Catho jettr'
as an icoi:ic stnlcture. a sl,inbol of
H Ltlter mining heritage. popuiar'
,,lj-. e srte anil its valr-re as a landi;ta:'..

..rio'e.J:,, :.'' . ::l r :,; .,

ar,J i.iserqr si:1rcfu-re m atio$' rts nyciroiog' auc :=ari pt.,:'--t . i-..
: . 11 ;:,i cse l:.i !1 fl:e eail* to rGmo.re the struetune in iis
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il,i'isrli.t- .t ... - t-,.: ., :_: .r,_,,.--,.,,hel.er_-aiirOrS.anClUpOn
rillta'ti,,)la-.:..:.-:.t'::t-.- e.t.:t-1 . ritentlunotthellamecanrecallepic
ieaseri tneir" r'e:ll:r',oaciingri,.it-i. sessionsthere.

The aquatic landscape functions
are a 1ifi1e less publicised and
unciei'stood. As an estabiished
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Even international visitors have
either direct experience or have
heard ofsuch. Some ofthese stories
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:-.= I :-;.i; , I'.trr :ItitirlLU:e 11,hiiij
l'.;:-rliig the pl1on:. F.trnor.,ai Oi'lit.
top iralf of the stnlct:re shouid nor
change any h5drolo;, , a1 aspect.
ecosl'stems or alter il-r: surfing
amenity, and rvoulci :.-riow for the
marine/diving enrirc :--ntent to
remain as is and del=r'iorate
naturally over tinie

Currently the jetq rs not accessibie
to the pnblic and is lurjted iu
providing any benefit m terms of an
elevated platform r,,.hen con.rpared to
the maintenance coss. The remnant
piles could provide rhe physical
rerninder of the heritage and physical
iconic reminders for intetpretation
pulposes of the past rgood or bad).

The communif' benefit of
maintainingthe structure as is
cannot be justified in terms of just
coalmining heritage r,alue. I aglee

'.'.-tth cails fr,.L i:' ,.: i-nr.l: io be spent
1- t". - r-r-. r r'= :-:rlatlc)1]a1
- : r. .r,-1. -.:1...1.s Half remOl,al
ii,ui-ijh ma;;be a rvorkable
eornpromise for all.: ' ,,. .

.:..:
ir a,;Ltatiu qt, :..:icl: t. .

-(r'atchtng post fbr OId Tom o:.: ;.;
fbreshore profiles affecting the
sur'Iing amenity. u ould requ:"-
significant investigation,

It is these current roles and ti-ie
iconic nature ofthe structure as a
constant reminder of why Catho r.
Catho thatcall for an effective ;:- l
financiall;z viable) reuse.

Catherine Hill ltay, ths l{un,.r ra
our national coasUine desen'e better
than an ill-planned proposal. Let's
work together to see a positive and
sustainable compromise achievecl.

Chris Tola is president of the Hunter
Chapter of Surfrider Foundation
Australia.

linclers.ater ecosystem the role of usually include a comment about the
anificial reef -structures are well legendary "OId lom", the one-eyed
ciocr-unented in terrns of their vaiue great r,vhite shark calloused from
to both therecreationalflshingand usingthejetfy-as ascratchingpost.
diling communities and industry. Surfing Catho is cefiainly an

The popularil;z of the site for experience ofthe senses, and the
divers near and far due to the unique jetS fornrs parl of the fabric in
iea life that inhabits the structure providing a unique identifuing
and nearbl,5sa caves are knonn. but profile forthis beach andthevillage
perhap-s nsl lyell documented. The question is how we minimise

Thesecondmajorrolethatthe thecostsofrecurrentmaintenance
str-r-rctrlre piays, which is possibly to the structure while maintaining
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